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By David Lawrence 
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The greatest danger to the security of the; United 
today is in Cuba. There is enough Soviet military atic 
remaining on the island to launch an attack on this cqu 
Y et the; American people are being led to believe 
Soviet military strength in Cuba is negligible and 


was supposed to be. 

This was the reasoning used by government agencies 
here In the autumn of 1962 to minimize the meaning of the 
Soviet troop movement and of the preliminary steps for the 
setting up of missile bases. 


The most important official 
document on the Cuban sit- 
uation has received only pass- 
ing attention in the last 11 
days from the American 
people. No announcement has 
been made of what the, Ken- 
nedy administration Intends 
to do about the fact? that 
have Just been disclosed. 
There are no signs that the 
. Soviet government Is being 
prodded to get its troops, 
technicians and military 
equipment out of Cuba, or 
that any demand Is being 
made to permit on-the-spot 
inspection in order to find out 
whether , any missiles are still 
Concealed inside the island. 

The latest word to the 
American people about the 
• gravity of the Cuban situa- 
tion come not from Repub- 
lican critics trying to make a 
■ political Issue but from a sub- 
committee of the Committee 
on Armed Services of thp 
United States Senate headed 
by a Democratic chairman. 
Senator John Stennls, of Mis- 
slslppi. All seven members— 
four Democrats and three Re- 
publicans— signed the unani- 
mous report. It tells the un- 
varnished truth about what 
has happened and points out 
a lesson for the future. Here 
are some extracts from the 
report, dated May 9, which 
was written after hearing fo: 
many weeks secret testimony 
giver, by the Intelligence 
agencies of the government, 
civilian and military: : 

"While a reasonably com- • 
prtent Job was done in ac- . 
bulling and collecting intel- 
ligence information and data 
in retrospect it appears that: ' 
several subtan tlal errors 
were made by the intelli- ‘ 
gence agencies in the evalu- 
ation of the information and 
data which was accumulated. 



owcusm ui luu» negngiuic ana ujat an mony established that unm 
attack is as unthinkable as the missile build-up lasf year the assumption that all mis 

WAS SUDDflflpd to hp - r n iu. j t-i. . 


|lfaf .0ve^;;jeffort5o:*|sc«i. 
the tmffa with Stspect 
, this matter cahnqii' Mjm 

6 fetnphaslz«a. : muit c®»j‘ 

It 

by the fact UiaL the testi- 
mony established that, upon 


‘Greatest Urgency’ 

"Even though the intelli- 
gence committee believes that 
all (strategic missiles i have 
been withdrawn, It Is of the 
greatest urgency to determine 
whether or not strategic mis- 
siles are now corcealcd in 
Cuba. The criticality of tills 
Is illustrated by the fact that, 
assuming maximum readiness 
at pre-selected sites, with all 
equipment pre-loculcd, the 
Soviet mobile medium-range 
—1,100 miles — missiles could 
be made operational in a 
matter of hours. . . . 

"Some other sources — pri- 
marily refugee and exile 
groups— estimate that as 
many as 40,000 Soviets are 
now In Cuba. Bearing In 
tnind the lack of hard evi- 
dence on the question and 
the substantial underestima- 
tion of last fall, we. conclude 
that no one in official United 
States circles can tell, with 
any real degree of confidence, 
how many Russians are rfow 
In Cuba and we are of the ' 
opinion that the official 


siles and associated equip 
ment and the necessity per- 
sonnel were' readily avail- t 
able near preselected sites 
In a state of complete readl 
ness, mobile medium-range 
missiles could be made op- 
erational in a matter 1 of 
hours. Thus. If these mis'? 
siles and their associated 
equipment remain In Cuba, 
the danger is cleaf and 
obvious. ... 

"Assuming without decld'- 
ing that all strategic weapons 
have been withdrawn, there 
Is the ever-present possibility 
of the stealthy rc-lntroduc- 
Itoh of strategic missiles and 
other offensive weapons, us- 
ing the Soviet forces still In 
Cuba ns camouflage and se- 
curity for the activity.* ,, a ; 

• Potentially. Cuba is a base 
from which the Soviets could 
interdict our vital air and sea 
lanes. It can now be used 
for the air, sea, and Elec- 
tronic surveillance of our 
military activities " fa the 
southeast United States and 
the Caribbean. 

“Cuba's airfields could 
sci;vc as recovery air bases 
for planes launched against- 
the United States from .the 
Soviet Union. 1 ’ •* 

This means, that the range 
of certain Soviet military 
planes has been increased 


substantially, $1 
only one 'tikf |j 
attack, drop bb 
United State; « 


17.500 rstimate is perhaps a 
minimum figure, ... 

"Tiie evidence is over- 
whelming 'that Castro la 
supporting, spurring, aiding ! 
and abc tting Communist 
revolutionary and subversive V , ■ Af 
movements throughout the ^ set in the last 
Western Hemisphere and. hfsthing has been 
that such activities present ' T f“’ t _, u P on . on “*I t8 ,-! 
a grave and ominous threat „■ 2 * Cuba. W the. Ur| 
1o the pence and security of, • 
the Americas. ... 

‘It is agreed that iron* 
euad assurance of the com- 
plete absence of Soviet stra- 
tegic missiles In Cubs ^afj 
rtite only as a result;.,*)! 
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